
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

    Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of several 

sub-series. The current sub-series, Sermon on the Mount: Your Will Be Done, is rooted in the first major 

teaching of Jesus (chapters 5 - 7). Today’s sermon, Streams of Righteousness, is the third in the series. It 

focuses on the middle three beatitudes and invites us to a life of righteousness, mercy and purity 

of heart. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This 

will give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we 

share the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson 

Connections: Jessica Watson 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 

Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday, February 19: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  3:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class 

  5:00 p.m. Kids For Christ  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

  5:15 p.m. Growth Groups  

  7:30 p.m. College Ministry 

 

Monday, February 20: Presidents’ Day 

               Church Office/Academy Closed 

  6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, February 21: 

  9:30 a.m. Ruth Circle 

  1:30 p.m. UMW Reading Group 

  6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

     

 Wednesday, February 22: 

  2:00 p.m.  Growth Group  

  6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups 

  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, February 23 : 

 12:00 p.m. Senior Adult Lunch & Games 

   7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

   

 Friday, February 24: 

   2:15 p.m. Bowie 5th Grade Rewards 

 
COMING UP 

 

 Wednesday, March 1: Ash Wednesday Service 



Aldersgate Alive 2017: Stepping Out of the Pew 
      Every year on the Sunday after Easter, we at Aldersgate UMC 

suspend our regularly scheduled services to serve as a group in our 

community. This all-church outreach event is called Aldersgate Alive, 

and 2017 marks the seventh year of this missional effort.  

     This year, on the morning of Sunday, April 23, we will express our 

love of and for our neighbors by delivering bags of personal items such as 

towels and toothpaste to the people who live in the neighborhood. As we 

give these products to our neighbors — items that we all use every day — 

we are recognizing our common humanity. With this simple gift, we 

acknowledge our neighbors and maybe even save them a trip to the store! 

      Prior to April 23, the Aldersgate Alive leadership team will notify the 

recipients in the neighborhood about the gift that is coming their way 

and will assemble the personal items in red bags to be delivered by participants from Aldersgate. On April 

23, all participants will receive the information you need (including home addresses!) for each delivery 

when you pick up the red bags to be delivered in the neighborhood. So mark your calendars for an exciting 

day of service and fellowship as we join in God’s work in our neighborhood, and take note of the schedule 

for that morning below.  — Sally Villers 

 

SCHEDULE FOR THE MORNING 

9:30 a.m. Gathering @ Church (Light Refreshments Provided) 

9:50 a.m. Send-off Worship Service in Sanctuary 

10:30 a.m. Red Bag Delivery in Neighborhood 

11:30 a.m. Celebration Lunch in Fellowship Hall 

Q: Who participates?  

A: Everyone. All ages are welcome. Families and 

friends often choose to serve together. 

Q: What do we wear? 

A: Red Aldersgate Alive t-shirts. They are free and 

available to anyone who needs one. Check the 

Welcome Center for more information. 

Q: Is childcare available? 

A: Yes. Children of all ages are welcome to serve 

with parents, but nursery care is available if 

needed. 

Q: What do we need to bring? 

A: Yourself, the people you love and a desire to 

serve. All items for delivery will be provided. 

COMMON QUESTIONS  



College: In This Together 
      Currently at The Oaks, our college 

students are going through a video series 

called In This Together. The material, put 

together by The Work of the People, consists of 

five interviews with renowned Christian 

influencers: Brian McLaren, Miroslav Volf, 

Bishop Mano Rumalshah, Lisa Sharon Harper 

and Father Gregory Boyle. Each of these 

offers a unique perspective regarding the 

Christian’s calling to foresee and cultivate a 

way forward in both the church and greater world amid division, competition and despair. 

After we watch the interviews, we ask each other questions regarding our compulsion to love 

others, our calling as Christians to build bridges and our devotion to Jesus and his way of life as 

the foundation for peacemaking and relationships with “the other.” I am proud of the work of 

our students on Sunday nights and pray they continue to enter these conversations with much 

love, grace, humility and eagerness. — Kyle Watson 

New Office Assistant 
      I’m excited to tell you about our new office assistant, Hope Rouse! Many of you know 

Hope, a McMurry student, because she’s already been hard at work here at Aldersgate. Hope 

serves as the children’s ministry intern, working primarily with the 

elementary-aged kids. Every Sunday, she teaches one of the services 

of Children’s Church. She also leads the 3rd-5th graders on Sunday 

nights and works with the elementary-aged kids on Wednesday 

nights. She is planning our Kids Night Out for the Spring, and she 

works with Alayna to help plan and facilitate all the big events of 

the Children’s Ministry. Oh, and if that’s not enough, she also rings 

bells in the handbell choir! 

      As the office assistant, Hope will be serving in the main office 

on the days that Susan Acosta does not work and assisting me with 

general office tasks. Hope is a pleasure to work with, and I know 

you’ll enjoy getting to know her when you stop by the office!  

      — Mary Chavez Lust 



Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received This Week =   $      9,589.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    30,834.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $    99,816.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $    (4,650.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      5,143.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Reed Justus 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 2.12.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

 Methodist Food Pantry (N. 1st and Shelton): Aldersgate volunteers serve on the second 

Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 

information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322. 

Service:  

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 208 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 171 

Sunday School = 179 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 



  Next week, our gallery space will be filled with photos and stories from 

Syrian refugees — people who have been displaced from their homes and their 

families because of violence and war. These photos and stories were captured 

by Michael Friberg, an Abilene native who now lives in Utah, and Benjamin 

Rasmussen. Together they worked on two separate projects, both of which 

will be displayed. The first is a project called, “Syria is But a Dream,” which 

was sponsored by the creative tech company, VSCO. They were sent across 

the world in an effort to share projects that move beyond what we see on the 

news and reveal the very real complexity and humanity of the refugee crisis. This project focuses 

specifically on telling the stories of children born to Syrian refugees outside of Syria in Jordan and 

Lebanon. The beautiful thing about this project is that they went in with the sole purpose of listening to 

people’s stories and taking their pictures. Large family photos will appear on the walls, in addition to 

small “photo albums” in which each picture was captioned not by the artist, but the refugees themselves. 

You will see their own handwriting, their own stories and their own humanity on these pages. The 

second project, “By the Olive Trees,” is about Syrian refugees in Jordan. Friberg and Rasmussen created 

a tabloid newsprint publication of their work, which will be available in our hallway to view. 

   Given the current political climate, we understand that the word refugee is charged with all kinds of 

thoughts and emotions. Please hear us: This show was planned months ago, and its presence in our art 

gallery is not a political statement. It is our hope that these photographs will highlight the image of God 

that sits at the core of every human 

being and will invite us to share in 

our common humanity as we 

experience the stories of people 

who are dealing with deeply 

painful and life-altering realities 

that only a few of us in our 

congregation have ever faced. 

    A gallery reception at Aldersgate 

on Friday, March 3, at 7 p.m. will 

give you the chance to hear from  

Michael Friberg directly as he 

shares about his experiences of 

photographing these families. 
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